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effect the executive committee of the two assemblies) was to
serve as a watchdog and a check on the administration. He
was, as M. Gu6rard suggests, 'the defender of the people, whose
business it was to protect his constituents against the delays,
the errors, the petty tyrannies of the Administration. Some
obscure deputies, who never made a speech or wrote a report,
were faithfully re-elected every four years, because they faith-
fully performed this their essential duty. They were not them-
selves the source or even the agents of power; they were the
elected inspectors of the appointed bureaucracy.'1
The testimony of Lieutenant-Colonel Pierre Tissier, himself
Maitre des Requites (or Public Prosecutor) in the Conseil f£tat9 is
of some interest. The Conseil d'£tat, the apex of the highly in-
tegrated and centralized administrative system bequeathed to
modern France by Napoleon, had before that been an instru-
ment of the monarchy of the ancien regime. It latterly contained
many elements either Royalist or semi-Fascist, in direct opposi-
tion to the whole nature of the parliamentary Republic. 'The
life of every high official in France', writes Tissier, 'begins on
the benches of the Law School—the FacultedeDroit—and about
the green-topped tables of the School of Political Science.5
The professors chosen by the latter were always men whose
political views were reactionary and definitely anti-Republican
and it became the great rallying-point for the avowed
enemies of the Republic. 'While it was just possible, if one
wanted to study for the Foreign Office exams., to do so else-
where (there was the School of Commercial Studies, also a
private concern) it was in effect quite impossible for anyone
who wanted to get into the Council of State or the Finance
Inspectorate to do without the "Science po". Thus the Re-
public confided the training of its highest officials to its ac-
knowledged enemies.'2
Indeed, the Conseil d'£tat and the Chamber of Deputies were
the two poles around which the divergent tendencies of the
1	Albert Guerard: op. tit, p. 168.
2	Pierre Tissier: I Worked with Laval (1942), pp. 7-17.   Cf. also
P. Allard: Le Quai (TOrsay (1938), p. 38 ff. for a description of how the
Quai d'Orsay staff was recruited.

